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have said to fetter my freedom of action. I will
take any position which will enable me to serve my
country. My only purpose is to help to defeat the
Hun, and I will subordinate my own feelings so that
I may be able to render some assistance."

John Morley's prophecy about his two young
colleagues was now completely falsified. For
Lloyd George had thoroughly outdistanced Winston
Churchill. .But though he was Prime Minister, he
was not entirely his own master; and he could
hardly find a post for Mr. Churchill in face of Lord
Northcliffe and the Conservatives. There was some
excuse for his omission so long as the Dardanelles
affair was still sub judice. But the Commission pub-
lished its report in March, 1917, and Mr. Churchill
dealt with it at length in the House of Commons.
There was still no offer, though he spoke with great
effect in a secret session, urging abstention from
precipitate offensives before the weight of the United
States could make itself felt in Europe. After this
speech Lloyd George assured him privately that he
meant to bring him back to office and let him see
important papers ; and when Mr. Churchill went to
Paris shortly afterwards, the watchful Henry Wilson
guessed that he was " evidently in high favour with
Lloyd George." But the months went by. The
Conservatives were still implacable; Mr. Bonar
Law was as mistrustful as before; and one agitated
minister warned Lloyd George against "a danger-
ously ambitious man," who might (in another
nervous colleague's judgment) be " a potential danger
in opposition " and " an active danger in our midst."
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